306.   CONDONATION IN SOUTH AFRICA

South Africa Indian Congress sends me the following cable:
Would-be condonees who were unable to leave India by the last
boat may cable Comasia (telegraphic address of Commissioner of Asiatics),
Pretoria, intention of applying for condonation giving registration domicile
or identity certificate number before thirtieth September. Please give wide
newspaper publicity throughout India.

This cable was sent to the Press as soon as it was received.
Only those who are covered by the scheme published in these
columns1 may cable the particulars asked. I would strongly dis-
suade others from spending good money uselessly.

Young India, 13-9-1928"

307.   NOTES

FOREIGN PROPAGANDA AND SAROJINI DEVI

I am no believer in foreign propaganda as it is commonly
understood, i.e., in the sense of establishing an agency or even send-
ing peripatetic deputations. But the foreign propaganda that
Sarojini Devi would carry on during her tour in the West would
be the propaganda that would tell more than anything that could
be done by an established agency whose very existence would be
unknown to the indifferent and would be ignored by those whose
opinion would matter to us. Not so India's Nightingale. She is
known to the West. She would compel a hearing wherever she
goes. She adds to her great eloquence and greater poetry a deli-
cate sense of the true diplomacy that knows what to say and when
to say it and that knows how to say the truth without hurting. We
have every reason to expect much from her mission to the West
With the instinct of a gentlewoman she has gone with the resolu-
tion not to enter upon a direct refutation of Miss Mayo's insolent
libel2. Her presence and her exposition of what India is and means
to her would be a complete answer to all the untruth that has

1 Vide Appendix IL
^ The reference is to Mother India.